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7th July, 1851
Sir,

I receive many complaints from the conductors of
female schools that there is no simple Bengali Poetry fit
for their use. There is no doubt that much knowiedge,
both in the way of moral precept and of general des-
cription, can be given in verse, in a form which is both
more attractive to children to learn, and more easy for
them to remember, than in Prose.

I have heard from many persons that you are one
of the best living writers of Bengali Poetry, and you
could be more usefully employed in preparing a few
poems for this express purpose. In England, many
distinguished writers have not thought it befitting them
to compile works for the use of the young. Indeed it is
a far more difficult task than to write for those of full
age, as will be readily acknowledged by any who have
tried it, the object being to convey sound starting sense
or else beautiful and poetical ideas in simple language,
suited to the comprehension of the young minds—for
whom they are intended. If you devote some time to
this task, and succeed in producing such a book as is
wanted, your countrymen will have much reason to be
obliged to you and to their gratitude I shall readily add
mine. If you call on me, I will show you some speci-
mens of English poems written for children, which might
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be of use to you. I need hardly remark on the necessity
of excluding rigorously evety loose or impate thought,
or indecent word from such a collection. I mention this,
however, because it is a fault from which I understand

some of your most admired writers are not wholly free.*

Baboo, yr. siny.
Issurchander Goopto. S. D. W. Bethune
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