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PREFACE

The Saengitasudha is ascribed to Raghundtha Nayaka who was king of Tanjore bet-
een the years 1614-28 A.D. There is no reason to doubt the scholarship and accomplish-
ent of the king, but from an explicit mention and quotation in the Caturdandiprakasika
* Venkatamakhin (see p. 14, Music Academy Edition), we have to take that it was
enikatamakhin’s father, Govinda Diksita, the preceptor and minister of Raghunidtha and
s two predecessors Cevvappa and Acyuta, that really wrote the Sasngitasudha.l The
troduction to the Sasngitasudhd contains information pertaining to the history of the
wnjore Nayak kings which can he collated by historiang with that available in the poetic
mpositions of the time, such as the Sahityaratnikara? of Yajfiianarayana, eldest son of

wvinda diksita, and the Raghundathabhyudayaed of Ramabhadramba, a mistress of king
1ghunitha.

According to the enumeration of topics which the work itself gives at the beginning
ee pp. 8-10), the Sangitasudha dealt with the subjects, Svaras, Ragas, Prakirnaka,
abandhas, Talas, Vadyas and Nartana (Dance), in seven chapters. Unfortunately
wuscripts of the work that are available take us only as far as the fourth chapter.

The work is written on the plan of the Safigita Ratndkara of Sirnigadeva, though it
wdemns that work. Large portions of it are practically a recast in Upajati metre of the
it of the Ratnakara and of the commentary on it by Kallinatha. This fact helped us to
onstruct many portions of the text. The Sudha has also used extensively the work of

1ipati and the Sangitasara ascribed to sage Vidyaranya, which latter is unfortunately
-available.

The Music Academy took up this work for serial publication in the pages of the
rnal in 1930 and completed the publication in 1933 in volume IX of the journal.
as in charge of the publication of the latter half of the text. The text that appeared in
journal was based mainly on a manuscript in the Sarasvati Mahal Library at Tanjore.
llated that text with the manuscript in the Adyar Library and have issued it now in
kform with corrections and additions, variant readings, index of authorities cited and
iled table of contents. The Academy is thankful to Mr. P. S. Sundaram aiyar and
dit S. Subrahmanya Sastri. The thanks of the Academy are also due to the
erintendent of Epigraphy, Madras, for supplying the block of the sculpture-portrait
ovinda Diksita at Pattidvaram and permitting its reproduction in this publication.

dras
-1940}

V. RAGHAVAN

. Foran account of the life of Govinda diksita, see N. K. Venkatesan, M.A.,L.T.,
terly Journal of the Andhra Historical Research Society, Vol. II, pp. 220-241,
). and 3. Editions, University of Madras.
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