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FOREWORD

Poetry is as simple and spontancous a thing as
a flower. They are twins in the sense that they are
born under similar conditions. The flower is born
after a long and difficult process in the darkness of
the clay. [t has to break through limitations before
it can sce the splendour of light. But what is a
flower 7 Itis a beautiful creation of colour and
perfume and the significance of spring held subtly
within the rhythmic limitations of petal and stalk,
without which the {lower could never happen. It is
the same with poctry. DPoctry lies in the form of
the seed decp down in the mysterious darkness of
the human heart, which is ancestral soil. It is kept
cosy and warm and nourished so long as it is the
narsling sced.  DBut when the hour of flowering
comes, poetry breaks through its limitations and
gleams out of old darkness into the new light—a
creation of colour and perfume and the mcaning of
individual springtime delicately imprisoned within
the exquisite limitations of rhythm.

Bonds are different from bondage. Freedom
holds one within bonds, while license holds one in
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bondage. There is no freedom without bonds. The
river must work out its destiny of silver water within
the seeming limitations of two banks. The star
must work out its twinkling destiny of blue fire
apparently held in the bonds of space. A poet’s
thought must work out its holy destiny in the golden
bonds of rhythm. DBut it is very difficult for some
to distinguish between freedom and license. Our
present poet most assuredly knows the difference.
He has learned how to break through cramping
conventions. But he is one who does not break
destructively, but constructively. IHe is able
through a strong artistic intuition combined with
a sensitive grasp over a simple and musical
vocabulary, to bring into being poetic creations which
are touched with the free and courageons spirit of
the Renaissance. A close contact with Western
poetry and with India’s greatest living poet, Rabin-
dranath, has unquestionably gone a great way in
moulding Vanshidhar’s style and thought and metre.
Another important feature of our young poet’s work
is that he has also been handling Persian and Urdu
metres with the mastery of originality. But inspite
of models and influences Vanshidhar is himself.
He is genuine Indian thought and feeling clothed
in the delicate and deftly-woven raiments of the
rhythws of Renaissance. His poems which strike a
new and arresting note have yeta true ancestry of
ancient love and longing, and of the very ancient
cry. He is able to call up various moods—the mood
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of the human lover, the mood of the patriot, the
mood of the mystic—and when he paints twilight
and stars and the beauty of woods, he does so with
the rare genius of one who has mused ‘“in waste and
solitary places ” and suffered and felt intensely. Now
and again we catch a breath of wind blowing “out

-of the lonely of heart "—who is by temperament, a
wanderer, and through theeternal demand of the One
among the many, a seeker seeking through innumer-
able and intricate paths, the goal. In fact he sings
in, perhaps, one of his sweetest songs entitled
“Further and Further (29) (&1 =)

“You will have to become a wayfarer,
You will have to journey on and on—
Who is ours 7 'Who is not ?
‘Where must we halt ?~—~Where are we going ?

Through this strange unintimate world of
unknownness, you will have to move
onwards and ever onwards—"

This is the intense cry of one who is yearning to
discover Himself with the capital H. All true poetry
is such a cry. And one who writes such poetry cries
in the gorgeous loneliness of mystical quest.

“Why do you fear to go alone ?
You did not fear to come alone ?

You are alone now, you will be alone through
all time—but you must go on and on”—
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It has, indeed, been a great privilege for me to
pen a few lines by way of brief introduction to this
book so full of the qualities of beautiful poetry. It
is my conviction that Vanshidhar has already
attained to a unique place in the Hindi literature of
to-day, for he has a message to give, and he has
begun to give it in a manner both new and beauti-
ful.

HARINDRANATH CHATTOPADHYAYA.

8t March 1927,
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 As shines the moon in clouded skies,

She in her poor attire was seen:
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So sweet a face, such angel grace,
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Cophetua swore a royal oath;

This begger maid shall be my queen
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